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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
Question on notice 

Tuesday, 17 February 2015 

2547. Hon Robin Chappie to the Minister for Fisheries. 

I refer to the practice of gillnet fishing in the Kimberley region, and I ask: 
(a) what is the total reported mortality of snubfin dolphins in the gillnet fisheries of 
the Kimberley, from Roebuck Bay to the Northern Territory border, and when did 
these occur; 
(b) when and where was the last observer study undertaken that aimed to investigate 
the bycatch occurring in the gillnet fisheries of the Kimberley: 
(i) how many hours were spent undertaking these studies; and 
(ii) what percentage of the gillnet fisheries in the Kimberley have been studied, by 
year; 
(c) will the Minister provide a population estimate, by location, for snubfin dolphins 
in the Kimberley: 
(i) i f no to (c), why not; and 
(d) will the Minister provide an estimate of the acceptable annual mortality of 
snubfin dolphins, as a result of the Kimberley gillnet fishery, that will ensure 
sustainability of the population: 
(i) i f no to (d), why not? 

Answer 

(a) There have been no reported interactions with snubfin dolphins in the Kimberley gillnet 
fisheries in recent years (i.e. between 2008 and 2014). 

(b) Research was conducted in the Kimberley Gillnet and Barramundi Managed Fishery 
' (KGBF) (and with gillnet operators on Eighty Mile Beach) between 2003 and 20041 as 
part of a research program on sandbar and dusky sharks, which collected verified 
information about catches of all species from these fishing activities. 
(i) Approximately 1280 hours were spent over 160 days of fishing. 
(ii) In total, 160 days of gillnet fishing were observed in 2003 and 2004 in the study 

referred to in (b), which equates to between 6 and 32% of fishing effort levels in 
the KGBF between 2008 and 20142. 

(c) The only information currently available on population estimates for snubfin dolphins 
in the Kimberley is for Roebuck Bay, where the population is estimated to be 143 
snubfin dolphins, excluding calves. 
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No. 

There is insufficient information on which to base such an estimate both in terms of 
population abundance and in life history parameters for this species. 
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