
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

C909 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE 
(Of which some notice has been given) 

Wednesday, 27 November 2013 

Hon Robin Chappie to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister 
for Water. 

With regard to the discharge from the Kununurra Waste Water Treatment 
plant facility into the M1 Irrigation Channel, I ask: 

1. What impact has this had/is this having on the farmers taking water 
from the M1 downstream from the discharge point? 

2. Which agency is responsible for monitoring the nutrient loads and 
potential pathogens in the water and what has been the result of 
monitoring? 

3. Has there been an increase in the use of chemicals to control the 
increased plant growth in the channel that has occurred as a result of 
the discharge and what are the costs to taxpayers? 

I thank the Hon. Member for some notice of this question. 

1. The Water Corporation believes that there is no impact on farmers taking 
water for agricultural purposes. 

2. The Water Corporation sample three places of the channel on a weekly 
basis and reports these results to Department of Environmental 
Regulation as required by our licence conditions. The Corporation has not 
been required to make any changes to our operations based on these 
results. 

3. The Water Corporation contracts the maintenance of the M1 channel to 
the Ord Irrigation Cooperative. 

The Ord Irrigation Cooperative uses chemicals as part of its maintenance 
programme but the Corporation does not believe that there has been any 
increase in the use of chemicals as a result of the discharge. Note that the 
wastewater discharge makes up a very small amount of the flow down the 
channel. During the irrigation season when farmers are taking water, 
wastewater is 1 megalitre per day into an irrigation flow of 500 megalitres 
per day. 
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