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Hon Robin Chappie to the Leader of the House representing the Premier 

With regard to the media release titled 'North West Leads the Way for 'Growing your own 
Energy' dated 6 September 2013 and issued by Vince Catania MLA, Member for North West 
Central in which he states: "Sadly the government has not kept abreast of the public roll-out 
of solar pv installations and instead restrictions have been placed on those communities 
which have lead the way", I ask: 

(1) Does the Government agree with the view of its Coalition member that "a key reason for 
the unintended 'over-run' on solar subsidies is that the people of WA ... are extremely aware 
of the benefits of 'growing-your-own-energy'? If not, why not? 

(2) Does the Government support the member's statement that "It seems ludicrous that the 
government should be putting barriers in the way to prevent people from helping themselves 
to clean, green, reliable energy" 

(3) I f yes to (3), what action does the Government intend taking to reverse this situation? 

(4) Further, does the Government acknowledge the statement: "The people ... are asking the 
Government to let them supplement fossil fuelled power stations for everyone's benefit, 
including that of the State-owned utilities which are heavily subsidised by the taxpayer". 

(5) I f yes to (5), what action will the Government take to support the public in its 
endeavours? 

I thank the Hon. Member for some notice of this question. 

(l)-(5) The Government supports the choice of consumers to install photovoltaic systems to 
assist in meeting their energy requirements. Connection of new renewable energy systems in 
particular towns is impacted by several factors, including a network's capability to host more 
systems. Horizon Power is working to develop solutions to these issues. 


