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QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
(Of which some notice has been given)

Thursday, 22 September 2011

Hon Robin Chapple to the Leader of the House representing the Premier,

With regard to statements made by the Premier in the Legislative Assembly on
Wednesday 31 August 2011 in reply to a Question by Mr Vincent Catania regarding
National Heritage Listing of the Kimberley I ask:

(1) Does the Premier accept that the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) first
identified Gourdon Bay to the south of Broome, not James Price Point, as being the
least environmentally constrained of 43 Kimberley sites considered via its preliminary
desktop study?
(2) If no to (1) why not?
(3) Is the Premier aware of the full extent of research that has been done into the
dinosaur trackway onthe Dampier Peninsula coast to the north and south of James
Price Point?
(4) If no to (3) why not?
(5) Is the Premier committed to protecting the globally significant Dampier Peninsula
dinosaur trackway described in the Kimberley Heritage Listing?
(6) If no to (5) why not?
(7) If yes to (5) how will he ensure their protection if an LNG precinct is approved for
James Price Point?
(8) Given that Woodside's proposal for the construction of an LNG precinct at James
Price Point is still subject to an EPA assessment, what is the basis for the Premier's
claim that the Browse LNG Joint Venture Partners will be in a position to make a
final investment decision in the second half of 20 12?

I thank the Hon. Member for some notice of this question.

(1-2) In 2007 and 2008, the State Government's Northern Development Task Force
conducted a process of stakeholder consultation and consideration of over 40
candidate sites for a Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) precinct to process Browse Basin
gas reserves. The sites were considered by the Northern Development Task Force
against environmental, technical, economical and cultural criteria. The sites ranged
across the Kimberley and included consideration of alternatives in the Pilbara and the
Northern Territory.



The candidate locations were narrowed down to 11 sites and then a short list of four
sites.

In 2008, the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) issued advice, under section
16(e) of the Environmental Protection Act 1986, about the relative environmental
issues of four sites in the Kimberley proposed for an LNG precinct. That advice did
not comprise a formal assessment but provided the EPA's view at the time, based on
the information then available.

The four short listed sites considered by the EPA were Gourdon Bay, James Price
Point, North Head and Anjo Peninsula. At that time the EPA concluded that:

"Based on the available data, the EPA considers that Gourdon Bay is the least
environmentally constrained of all four short-listed sites for a gas processing
precinct. "

The EPA went on to say:

"Based on the available data, the EPA considers that the James Price Point area is
the least environmentally constrained of the 'two short~listed sites on the Dampier
Peninsula for a gas processing precinct. "

The EPA further stated that:

"The environmental impacts and risks of locating a precinct in the James Price Point
area are likely to be manageable. The risk of future expansion being significantly
constrained is likely to be low. "

(3A) All published information on research that has been undertaken was accessed for
the assessment of impacts in the Strategic Assessment forthe Browse LNG Precinct.

(5-6) The State Government is committed to complying with the requirements of the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 in relation to
national heritage listed values.

(7) Following the completion of further surveys by international experts, their reports
will be provided to the EPA and the Commonwealth Department of Environment,
Sustainability,. Water, Population and Community. Subject to their findings, it is
anticipated that any management requirements will be applied as part of any
approvals granted, in accord with relevant legislation ..

(8) It is anticipated that the EPA's assessment will be complete towards the end ofthis
year with subsequent approval processes to occur during early 2012.


