
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Question on notice

Tuesday, 17 May 2011

2 8 JU~ 2011

3880. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Mental Health representing the
Minister for Environment.

I refer to two letters ref2011/618 to Colin Leslie Bernhardt concerning known or
suspected contaminated sites on Youno Station, and I ask -

(1) What are the contaminated sites on Youno Station?

(2) What has caused these sites to be defined as contaminated or suspected of
contamination?

(3) Who reported or referred these contaminated sites to the Department of
Environment and Conservation (DEC)?

(4) What investigation was carried out by the DEC to determine if these sites were
contaminated?

(5) What action needs to be undertaken to enable the station owners to remove the
known or suspected contaminated site classification on Youno Station?

(6) If the station owners were not the persons responsible for the contamination,
who was?

(7) If in answer to (6), the DEC has identified the persons responsible will the DEC
issue or cause a cleanup notice to be served on the source of the contaminated sites
on Youno Station?

(8) If no to (7), why not?

(9) Does the DEC understand the financial implications of putting a memorial on
the Youno Downs pastoral lease for the lessees?

(10) How many such contaminated or sites suspected of contamination or
memorials have been placed on other pastoral leases?

(11) Will the Minister table a list of all such contaminated or sites suspected of
contamination?

(12) Should mining operations demonstrate that their sites are not contaminated
prior to closure?

(13) Ifno to (12), why not?

(14) Did the mining operations responsible for the contaminated or sites suspected
of contamination on Youno Downs demonstrate that their sites are not contaminated



prior to closure?

(15) If no to (14), why not?

____ , . , ...__ . . .,. ..w-. , _

Answer

The Minister for Environment has provided the following response:

(1) The Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) has advised that portions
of Youno Downs Station, consisting of mining tenements M51/186, M53/l05, M
53/904, M 53/251, and M 53/153, are part of a site that was classified possibly
contaminated - investigation required under the Contaminated Sites Act 2003 on 15
March 2011.

(2) The areas were reported to DEC as suspected contaminated sites in accordance with
section 11 of the Act because they are suspected of being contaminated with metals,
hydrocarbons (such as from petrol/diesel/oil) and asbestos.

(3) Under section 96(1) of the Act, the identity of any person who reports a known or
suspected contaminated site is confidential.

(4) DEC has reviewed the information provided with the report, along with other
information on its records, and obtained additional information from the Department
of Mines and Petroleum. DEC concluded that there were grounds to indicate
possible contamination of the site. In accordance with Schedule 1 of the Act, and
after consultation with the Department of Health, DEC classified the site, including
the five mining tenements on Youno Downs Station, as possibly contaminated -
investigation required.

(5) Further investigation is required to determine the nature and extent of any
contamination, followed by a risk assessment to determine whether the levels of
substances present in soil, surface water or groundwater represent a risk of harm to
human health, the environment or environmental values. DEC does not consider the
pastoral leaseholders of Youno Downs responsible for undertaking investigations at
the site. DEC expects the current occupiers of the mining tenements or the owner of
the land (the State of Western Australia) to undertake the necessary investigations in
due course.

(6) Based on information available to DEC, the suspected contamination at the mining
tenements is associated with historical mining activities.

(7)-(8) No. Under Section 50(1) of the Act, a clean up notice may only be given in respect
of a site classified as contaminated - remediation required.

(9)-(11) Memorials are not registered on pastoral leases.



(12)-(15)These questions should be directed to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum.
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